3

Storage of
Laboratory Waste

I.    INTRODUCTION

Containers of waste chemicals collected from individual laboratories
must often be placed in a temporary storage facility before being treated,
disposed of, or stored elsewhere. This chapter deals with provisions that
are required for storage of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-
regulated waste. The same provisions should also be observed for storage
of hazardous waste that is not EPA regulated: waste that does not meet
any of the four EPA hazard characteristics (see Appendix A, 40 CFR
261 Subpart C) and that is not included on the EPA lists (see Appendix
A, 40 CFR 261 Subpart D) but that is known to be or could be toxic.
Temporary storage times should be kept as short as possible. The storage
facility should be designed for total containment with as little as possible
release to the environment.

Temporary storage of laboratory waste may be subject to Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) requirements, and in some
cases a permit may be required. The RCRA regulatory requirements
are summarized in Appendix C, together with copies of the pertinent
sections of the regulations in effect in 1982. EPA has published (3
January 1983) a proposed amendment to the storage regulations (see
Appendix A, 48 FR121,3 January 1983) (the "Satellite Storage" amend-
ment) that would allow temporary accumulation of up to 55 gallons (208
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